IRural  ^District  Council  of  Stohe=upon='Crent. 


ANNUAL  REPORT 

OF  THE 

MEDICAL  OFFICER  OF  HEALTH 

FOR  THE  YEAR  1005. 


Gentlemen, 

I  have  the  pleasure  to  submit  for  your  consideration  my  Annual  Report  on  the  sanitary 
condition  of  the  Rural  District  of  Stoke-upon-Trent,  which  is  under  my  superintendence  with  the 
mortality  statistics  for  the  year  ended  December  31st,  1905. 

Area. — The  area  is  a  very  wide,  scattered  one — comprising  4,938  acres,  consisting  of  several 
villages,  Bucknall,  Bagnall,  Botteslow,  Great  Eaves,  Little  Eaves,  and  Stockton  Brook. 

Census. — The  Census  was  taken  in  March,  1901,  when  the  population  had  decreased  by  10, 

the  number  enumerated  was  4,808.  As  there  have  been  a  few  new  houses  erected,  and  reckoning  5T 

people  in  each  house,  my  estimate  of  the  population  up  to  the  middle  of  June  is  5,013,  upon  which 
all  my  calculations  will  be  based  ;  but  the  district  is  not  increasing,  as  many  houses  are  empty,  and 
many  of  the  workpeople  are  moving  into  surrounding  districts,  where  they  have  found  employment. 

There  are  936  houses  in  the  district,  the  number  of  persons  in  each  house  at  the  Census — 

1891  was  5T. 

1905  ,,  5-3. 

The  number  of  persons  in  each  house  in  England  and  Wales  in  1905 — 5’32. 

During  the  year  I  have  made  two  thorough  inspections,  in  company  with  the  Sanitary  Inspector, 

of  the  Dairies  and  Milkshops,  suggesting  many  sanitary  improvements.  Altogether  they  are  in  a  fairly 

satisfactory  condition. 

Every  house  where  infectious  disease  has  occurred  was  visited  by  the  Inspector.  On  the 
recovery  of  the  patient,  the  house,  clothes,  and  bedding  were  disinfected,  and  every  precaution  used  to 
prevent  the  spread  of  infection.  A  weekly  return  of  the  notification  has  been  sent  to  the  County 
Medical  Officer  of  Health. 

During  the  year  52  notifications  have  been  received,  one  of  Small-pox,  21  Diphtheria,  2 
Erysipelas,  25  Scarlet  Fever,  2  Enteric  Fever,  and  1  of  Puerperal  Fever.  Of  these  cases  19  were 
removed  to  the  Hospital  ;  the  rest  were  well  isolated  at  their  own  houses. 

Slaughter-houses. — There  are  9  licensed  places  in  the  District,  and  all  have  been  white¬ 
washed  regularly,  and  are  kept  in  a  cleanly  sanitary  condition  ;  they  have  all  been  visited  once  a 
quarter. 

Bakehouses. — There  are  only  2  situated  at  Bucknall  ;  they  are  both  in  a  satisfactory  state. 

The  Nightsoil  and  Ashes  are  removed  per  contract,  and  the  work  has  been  done  satisfactorily, 
with  very  few  complaints. 

I  have  made  an  Analysis  of  the  Water  from  the  Wells  at  Washerwall,  Moor  Side,  and  Bagnall, 
and  there  has  been  an  excellent  supply  of  pure  potable  water.  There  have  been  many  complaints  from 
Jack-PIey,  and  the  Committee  have  had  many  consultations.  As  yet  nothing  has  been  done,  as  the 
inhabitants  of  Bagnall  seem  so  averse  to  have  any  expense  incurred  to  increase  the  rates. 

Births. — The  total  number  of  Births  registered  in  the  District  during  the  year  were  146 — 
77  males,  69  females — equal  to  an  annual  rate  of  increase  or  birth  rate  of  29T  per  1,000  of  the 
estimated  population  ;  4  only  of  these  were  born  out  of  wedlock.  The  birth  rate  has  ranged  per  34  in 
1900,  34  in  1902,  36  in  1903,  and  now  has  dropped  to  29T,  it  is  the  same  all  over  England  ;  this 
rate  being  the  lowest  rate  since  registration  was  instituted  in  1837. 

Vaccination. — Out  of  the  146  Births,  86  were  vaccinated,  12  deceased,  3  postponed,  12  left 
district,  33  unvaccinated,  many  of  these  not  being  four  months  old  at  time  of  report. 

Deaths. — The  number  of  deaths  recorded  in  the  Obituary  during  the  year  ending  December 
31st,  1905,  were  90 — 36  males,  54  females  ;  this  gave  an  annual  death  rate  of  17  "7  per  1,000  of  the 
estimated  population  at  the  middle  ol  the  year  ;  of  the  total  deaths  31  have  to  be  deducted  that  died 
at  the  Joint  Hospital  of  persons  imported  from  surrounding  towns,  so  the  corrected  death  rate  for 
the  Rural  District  was  only  11*9  per  1,000. 

The  causes  of  deaths  that  occurred  at  the  Hospital  were  23  of  Diphtheria,  8  Scarlet  Fever,  one 
case  of  Scarlatina  died  that  was  sent  from  Bucknall. 

The  ages  of  90  deaths  recorded  were  22  under  one  year — 22  from  one  year  to  5 — 17  from  5 
years  to  15 — 3  from  15  to  23  years — 13  from  25  to  65  years — 13  from  65  upwards. 

The  causes  of  deaths  registered — 1  of  Apoplexy,  7  Bronchitis,  5  Heart  Disease,  6  Convulsions, 
2  disease  of  Kidney,  2  old  age,  3  affections  of  the  Brain  and  1  of  Cancer,  1  of  a  child  drowning  by 
falling  into  a  tub  of  water,  1  of  Jaundice,  1  of  Malformation. 

It  is  very  satisfactory  to  find  only  one  death  from  Puerperal  Fever,  showing  that  lying-in 
women  have  been  well  attended  to,  1  case  of  Suicide,  1  of  Malformation,  1  Consumption,  and  the  rest 
from  Natural  Causes. 


During  the  epidemic  of  Measles  at  The  Abbey,  I  asked  the  District  Council  to  close  the  Schools  at 
Abbey  Hulton  for  a  month  when  it  subsided.  In  May  the  same  request  was  made  to  close  the 
Schools  at  Berry  Hill,  but  as  the  epidemic  had  not  subsided  at  the  end  of  the  month,  it  was  pro¬ 
longed  from  May  10th  to  the  15th.  When  it  is  necessary  to  close  a  School,  nothing  less  than  a 
month  is  sufficient  for  a  disease  to  subside,  and  even  then  it  takes  time  for  the  children  to  regain 
strength  after  an  illness,  before  going  to  School. 

Every  house  was  visited,  a  good  supply  of  disinfectants  left  at  each  house,  and  plenty  of 
leaflets  distributed  ;  and,  considering  there  were  two  epidemics  prevalent,  and  not  a  single  death 
recorded  from  Measles,  shows  that  every  sanitary  precaution  was  adopted.  Our  visits  made  the 
parents  more  careful,  and  the  little  sufferers  were  well  nursed. 

One  Landlord  has  been  summoned  for  neglecting  a  Nuisance  Notice  for  sanitary  improvements, 
and  was  ordered  to  pay  cost,  and  complete  the  work  in  a  month. 

On  looking  at  the  Inspector’s  report  it  will  be  seen  165  Whitewash  brushes  were  lent  out, 
showing  what  an  excellent  plan  it  is  for  the  people  to  be  able  to  use  a  little  limewash  free  of 
expense,  it  sweetens  the  premises,  besides  being  an  excellent  disinfectant. 

Two  overcrowded  houses  have  been  dealt  with  during  the  year  and  the  nuisances  abated. 

Twenty-six  drains  and  traps  belonging  to  different  houses  have  been  put  into  a  sanitary  condition. 

Appended  to  this  report  is  a  table  showing  the  Birth  and  Death  rate  for  the  last  ten  years ; 
the  deaths  that  have  occurred  at  the  Infectious  Diseases  Hospital  ;  also  a  column  showing  the  Death 
rate  solely  in  the  Rural  district  for  ten  years  ;  also  a  table  drawn  up  by  the  Sanitary  Inspector,  to 
show  work  done  during  the  year. 


JOHN  SWIFT  WALKER ,  M.D., 

Medical  Officer  of  Health. 


Sanitary  Inspector’s  Report  for  Year  ending  December  31st,  1905. 

The  District  has  been  thoroughly  and  systematically  inspected  during  the  year. 


Houses  and  premises  inspected  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  986 

Houses  disinfected  after  Infectious  Disease  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  37 

Schools  disinfected  after  Infectious  Disease  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ..  ...  2 

Notices  served  for  Sanitary  Amendment  ..  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  79 

Manure  heaps  removed  ...  ..  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  3 

Registered  Dairies  and  Cowsheds  Inspected  every  Quarter  ...  ...  ..  ...  ...  62 

Slaughter  Houses  Inspected  every  Quarter  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  9 

Bakehouses  Inspected  every  Quarter  ...  ...  ,.  ..  ..  ...  ...  2 

Public  Wells  Inspected  every  month  ...  ..  ...  ..  ...  ...  ...  8 

Whitewash  Brushes  let  out  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  165 

Infected  Bedding  disinfected  ...  ...  ..  ..  ...  ...  ...  ...  37 

Overcrowding  of  Dwelling-houses  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  2 

Dwelling-houses  repaired  and  cleansed  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  160 

House  drainage,  Defective  traps  ...  ...  ...  ...  ..  ...  ...  ...  26 

Patients  removed  to  Hospital  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  19 

Ashpits  and  privies  repaired  ...  ...  ...  ...  ..  ...  ...  ...  24 

Animals  improperly  kept  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  6 

Seizures  of  unwholesome  food  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  1 

Water  closets  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  6 


GILBERT  McHARG. 


Births  in  the  Rural  District  of  Stoke-upon-Trent  during  the  Year 

ending  December  31st,  1905. 


Born  in  Wed¬ 
lock 

Born  out  of 
Wedlock 

Males 

Females 

Males 

Females 

Registered  in  Botteslow  ... 

Registered  in  Washerwall,  Bucknall,  and  Bagnall  . 

76 

66 

1 

3 

Total  Number  of  Births  Registered  ...  ...  ...  ...  ..  ...  ...  ...  ...  146 


Rural  Sanitary  District  of  Stoke-upon-Trent, 


Deaths  Registered  from  all  Causes  during  the  Year  1905. 


AGES. 


Cause  of  Death. 

All  Ages 

Under 
i  year 

i  and 
under 

5 

5  and 
under 
•5 

IS  and 
under 

25 

25  and 
under 

65 

65  and 
upwards 

All 

Localities 

at 

Joint 

Hospital 

Bucknall 

Locality 

Total 
Deaths  in 
Public 
Institu¬ 
tions  in 

THE 

District 

Scarlet  Fever 

8 

2 

tt 

1 

Whooping  Cough 

1 

i 

Diphtheria  and  Membranous  Croup 

24 

9 

13 

2 

23 

1 

23 

Apoplexy 

1 

1 

Jaundice 

1 

1 

... 

Diarrhoea 

4 

3 

1 

. . . 

Locomotor  Ataxy 

1 

1 

•  •  • 

.. . 

Puerperal  Fever 

1 

1 

Cystitis 

1 

1 

• 

Other  Septic  Diseases 

1 

1 

Phthisis 

1 

1 

Other  Tubercular  Diseases 

1 

1 

• .  • 

Cancer,  Malignant  Diseases  . . 

1 

1 

Bronchitis 

7 

1 

1 

1 

4 

Pneumonia  ... 

9 

6 

1 

1 

x 

... 

Spina  Bitida  ... 

1 

1 

... 

Premature  Birth 

3 

3 

... 

Diseases  and  Accidents  of  Parturition... 

1 

1 

* "  * 

Heart  Diseases 

5 

3 

2 

Accidents 

i 

1 

. . . 

Suicides 

i 

1 

... 

Peritonitis 

i 

... 

Drowning 

i 

1 

... 

... 

Convulsions  ... 

6 

5 

1 

... 

. .  • 

.. . 

Albumenuria.. 

1 

1 

• . . 

... 

Senectus 

2 

0 

••• 

Meningitis  ... 

3 

~3 

*  * ' 

Marasmus 

1 

1 

... 

... 

All  other  Causes 

1 

1 

— 

... 

... 

... 

... 

All  Causes 

90 

22 

22 

17 

3 

13 

13 

31 

2 

31 

Vita!  Statistics  of  Whole  District  during  1905  and  previous  years. 


Year 


Population 
estimated  to 
Middle  of  each 
Year 


1895 

1896 

1897 

1898 

1899 

1900 

1901 

1902 

1903 

1904 

Averages 
for  years 
1895-1904 


1905 


4818 

4818 

4818 

4818 

4818 

4818 

4808 

4808 

4808 

5013 


Births 


Number 


182 

170 

157 

187 

177 

166 

152 

168 

176 

161 


1696 


146 


Rate* 


37- 7 

35- 2 
32-5 

38- 8 

36- 7 
34-4 
31-6 
34-9 
36-6 
32 


350-4 


29-1 


Total  Deaths  Registered  in  the 
District 


Under  1  Year  of  Age 


Number 


21 

24 

28 

35 

23 

26 

21 

19 

15 

15 


227 


21 


Rate  per 
1,000 
Births 
registered 


At  all  Ages 


Number 


Rate* 

8 


Total 

Deaths 

in 

Public 
Institu¬ 
tions 
in  the 
District 


115-3 

141-1 

178-3 

187-1 

129-9 

156-6 

1381 

113 

85-2 

93-1 


1337-7 


152 


85 

88 

81 

84 

102 

146 

113 

115 

126 

143 


1083 


90 


17- 6 

18- 2 
16-8 
17-4 
21  1 
30-3 
23-5 
23-9 
26-2 
32 


227-0 


17-7 


*  Rates  in  Columns  4,  8,  and  13  calculated  per  1,000  of  estimated  population. 


Deaths  of 
Non¬ 
residents 
registered 
in  Public 
Institu¬ 
tions 
in  the 
District 

10 

Deaths  of 
Residents 
registered 
in  Public 
Institu¬ 
tions 
beyond 
the 

District 

1 1 

Nett  De; 
Ages  be 
the  L 

Number 

12 

iths  at  all 
on  gin  g  to 
)istrict 

Rate* 

'3 

8 

77 

16 

9 

79 

164 

14 

67 

13-9 

IS 

66 

13-6 

34 

68 

14-1 

38 

108 

22  4 

52 

61 

12-6 

52 

63 

13-1 

61 

65 

13-5 

73 

64 

12-9 

359 

718 

150  "5 

31 

59 

11-7 

Area  of  District  in  acres  (exclusive  of  \  , 

area  covered  by  water)  J  4,59 


Total  population  at  all  ages  .  4808  ] 

Number  of  inhabited  houses  .  936  -  ^jLyy'’jUS 

Average  number  of  persons  per  house  ...  5T  I 


I. 

Institutions  within  the  District  receiving 
sick  and  iufirm  persons  from 
outside  the  District 

II. 

Institutions  outside  the  District  receiving 
sick  and  infirm  persons  from 
the  District 

III. 

Other  Institutions,  the  deaths  in  which 
have  been  distributed  among  the  several 
localities  in  the  District 

Hanley,  Stoke,  &c.,  Joint  Hospital 
North  Staff.  Joint  Smallpox  Hospital 

North  Staffordshire  Infirmary 

Nil 

Is  the  Union  Workhouse  within  the  District?  No. 


